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CIA, Not Mercenaries 
Target of Angola Trial 



serve the event a^^^ter- 
ward write a report on the 
mercenary phenomenon.” " 
The government asked me 
to testify at the trial about 
information I obtained when 
I spent four days with the 
mercenaries in San Antooio 
do Zaire in early February. 
One of them, Derek Barker 
of Aldershot, England, is 
among the 13 going on trial 



By Rubin Wright 

BpecUl to The Weehlstton Poit 

LISBOIT, June 10— “The 
Americans, they are nothing * 
... We are not out to get 
them, only the people who 
sent them in.” 

In saying this, Rui Mon* 
telro, Angolan prosecutor 
for the trial of 13 foreign 
mercenaries in Luanda, ze- 
roed In on the government 
purpose in holding the trail, , 
which has become a media | 
event in Angola, even over- • 
shadowing coverage of the 
new nation^s first election.'’ ‘ 
two weeks from now. 

The real “verdict” at tl\e 
end of the tribunal is ex- 
pected to bi « Strong warn. 
Ing to ^Western powers— is- 
sued In the name of all new 
and “progaisive*’ govtrn- ^ 
ments— that they can no 
longer expect to be able to 
promote their systems or 
sympathizers through* mili- 
tary Involvement and merce- 
nary troops. 

The 13 mercenaries, In- 
cluding three Americans, 
were captured In the last 
days of the Angolan civil 
war which pitted the pro-So- 
viet Popular Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola 
against two pro-Westem 
groups. As to the Ameri- 
cans, Montelro said, “They 
were there only a few days 
and committed no atrociUoi. 
One is a baby/* TechnlQiUy 
all are thrfstetied with 
death sentences. 

. Perhaps the fnolt ominous ^ 
sign of the tone pl tht ttvtnt 
Is the official attitude to- 
ward the fortign prosit 

London Daily Telegraph 
reporter Gerald Kemp was i 
officially reprimanded by I 
Angolan Direotor of Infor- 



m^n Luis de Almeida, 
yesterday, fop an eUitorUl 
his paper ran on the trial. 

The authorities resent any 
charges that the tribunal 
will be a “show'* affair. 
They have struggled to give 
it legitimacy by inviUng the 
foreign press to attend, al- 
lowing an American lawyer 
to defend two of the merce- 
naries and a Britislf Official 
to witnesa the trial, and by 
estalishing an international . 
commission of inquiry to ob- . 



Ity to the evidence to hear ^ 
from a Western journalist -i 
who saw them in action,” ^ 
the . state prosecutor ex- 
plained during one of three 
interviews when he de- 
manded my testimony. * 
I refused, on grounds that 
I WMt to Angola as a jour- 
® participant, 
and that it would break the 
journalists’ code of profes- 
sional ethics to get involved 
in an event I was covering. I 
inforraa- 

.IJ* ^ Publiihod 

and on public rtcord. 

tar the third interview I was 
arrested and detained for 28 

idate me into • giving testi- 
mony. 

"' The DISA offldhl who W 
terrogated me for four 
hours yuterday uied lev. 
eral tactlci to coerce agree- ' 
ment At firet, he iaid> the 
government wai etlU consid* 
•ring pressing chargee 
against me for being With 
^e mercenaries and thit- 
they beUeved !• was an 
American intelligence agent. 

He said I could bargain 
for my freedom on 14 by tes- 
tifying. I refused. 

He also said I would be^ 
roJoaied U l ag,g«, to pro< 

, vide rojulM inteUKenoe re- 
port* te hia offico on devel- 
opments in the United , 
States and the southern A? 
rican countries I cover, I re- 

The official, who would- 
not dlvulgr his name, thne 
aaid he would 4et ma see the 
entire seven* volmni# of evi- 
dence if I agreed tp verify- 
the material with whifeh I 
waee248bqq7840784ttf ad 3 
Ivanda-fgolightly .v, . ^ 

The QffU:!^. who would- I 
not divulge. name, then 












said he would let me see the 
entire seven volumes of evi- , 
dence if I agreed to verify 
was familiar. I refused again. 

At that point he abruptly 
left the room without telling 
me my status or how much 
longer I would be detained. 

Before my return to 
Luanda, officials of the vie- 
torious Popular Movement 
for the Liberation were 
aware that I had reported 
from the north on the al- 
j leged execution of 14 British 
mercenaries by mercenary;* 
commander “Colonel Cal-' 
Ian," the war name of Cy- 
rus-born Costas Qeorghiou. 
One MPLA ’ official even .) 
congratulated me on' the 
story shortly after my ar-. . 
rival June L 






There was never any at- 
tempt to harm me bodily. I 
was allowed a meal from the 
Tropico Hotel, for which I 
had to pay. I was even al-< 
lowed to call my parents, in 
^ Michigan when I expressed 
concern about how Qie news 
of my. detenti<m.,sYr^ouI<l 
fset 2 ^ father*! ha»rt condl* 
Uoih L was sxpfiled 
this noj^tting. ' iit ; 1 
Th« b«st eqm^enllo^'i 
tbt Mtton myt 
tron tht MPLA araroom. 
raaiidaF who fwertod me to 
the aiiport— end who led 
tbo ettooh oh'Sia Antoitio i 
jipzeira. ■:-r;4 

'-Thli' irial Is V^:lmpOr 
imtt to US and $ew prog- 
"teiilvs miles,- — • • - 

,.th« molt, in 

• 

oaiwot force 
new nitlPM-' i — -r— 
tary adl tO enemlia or 
morco&darlea, you reftuod 
to hdip verify the ^ 

. rrhit h 

m the eyoa of tho pie^e we^^ 
are trying to send 0 fhosaiiii ^ ; 
to. If you wont help 
the ttuth, we oant let yOtt. ! 
■uy**. 

That 

The AngoUti , 

plana to miltt % iMOi oMt> 

and wants nothing ;tb et|n|i 
in the way. 

Far from centering on spe- 
cific criminal charges 
Uiinat} II Individual!, the 
trial will pointedly focus on 
~“meccenarlam"-*-fortigh in- 
te^ention. It will be a poli- 
tical trial, Almeida admitted 
this week, "with a message 
your . people should ^ Bsten 
to", f • ' ■ ri 










